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THIRTY-NINTH D.:\ Y. 

SEX_.\TE ClLDIBEl~, 
J.rsn~, February 25, 1875. I 

Senate met pi.usuant to adjournment; roll called; quo
rum present. Prayer by Rev. Dr. Grasty, of Austin. 

Senator .. -\.llison presented a petition from citizens o: 
Denton county, " .. :\.sking for the establishment of a crim
inal court for Denton county." Rend and referred to 
Judiciary Committee. • 

Senator Stirman, Chairman Committee on State .. -\.ffairs, 
submitted the following report : 

Hon. R. B. Hnbbard, President qf tile Senate: 

Your Committee on State .. :\.:ffairs \Youlcl respectfully re
port back to yom honorable body, Senate bill :X o. 551, 
"An act to repeal an act entitled ·an act to regulate the 
practice of medicine,'" passed )fay 16, 1873, :mcl recom-
mend its passage. \V. B. Snmrxx, Clrnirman .. 

Sena,tnr Ireland, Chairman .J ndiciary Committee, snb
~itted the follo,ving reports : 

Hon. R. B. Httbbard, President qf' the Senate: 

Your Committee on Judiciary ask leave to report back 
to your honorable body, Senate bill No. 6?4, "An act: 
making it unlawful for persons to walk or stop on railroad 
tracks," ~md recommend that it do not pass. 
· .Joux InEL~-XD, Chairman_ 

Hon. R. B. IInbbard, President of tile Senate: 

Your Committee . on Judiciary ask leave to report back 
to your honorable bocly~ Senate bill No. 623, "~-\.n act to in
corporate the ).fount Olfret Cemetery Compan:r,'' aud. 
recommend that it clo not pass. 

Jonx IREL~\.XD, Chairman. 

!-Ion. R. B. Jiubbard, President of tlie Senate: 

. Your Committee on Judiciary ask lea Ye to report back 
to your honorable body, Senate bill No. 739, "An act t6 
_amend the fifth section of 'an a.ct to organize courts of 
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iustices of the peace, ancl to <lefine their pom:·rs ancl juris
diction," ancl recommend that it do not pass . 

.Jon:x Ir!1':L.\:Xll, Clrnirma11. 

Ilm1. R. B. llubl)((rd, President of tlu: /S'eiiatt': 

Your Committee on .Judiciary ~;.:k lea Ye to repott back 
to your honorable body, Se natl' hill X o.· GS;). .. _-\..n act to 
1noride for the elt>ction of assesson• and ('011Pctors of taxes.'' 
and recommend the }Xtssage of the enclosed substit.ute. · 

Jon;;- I1:n~.\:\D, Chairman. 

The title of tk• substitute referred to. is ·'..:-\..11 act to }H"O
·dde for the elt•etion anL1 qualification of a:::sessor:'> and col
lectors of taxes.·' 

!Ion. R. B. Jlu!Jtiard, President <!t" tl11: St·11d: 0
: 

Your Committee on Jndiciar~-, ask lea,-e to i·pp01t back 
to Your honorable body, Senate hill X o. GSB. ··_in act to 
co1ifer ch·il and criminal jurisdiction on the mayors of in
corporated towns.i' and recommend that it do not pass, 
because, in their opinion, it is unconstitutional. 

J on:x InEL\XD. Chairman. 

I-Ion . .R. B . .Jiu.Mard, Presidrnt qf the Senrde: 

Your Committee on .J uc1iciary ask lean· to report back 
to your honorable body, Senate bill X o. 708. · ·_-\.n act to 
legalize the acts of the members of the )Iasonic Rdief 
Association, of Comanche county," ancl recommend that it 
do not pass, because it is unconstitutional. 

.Ton:x Ii:ELA.xn, Chairman . 

.llon. R. B. Hu.bl.Jard. President qf tlie Senafr: 

Your Committee on .J nc1iciar~- ask lem·e to report back 
t.o your i10norable body, Senate joint. resolution :So. 723, 
''Authorizing the Attorney General to inte1Tene for the 
8tate in ce1~ain suits pencling in the Federal Conrt at 
Austin,·' and recommend its pas:::age . 

. r onx InI:L.\XD. Chairman. 

Hon. R. B . .liul.Jl.Jard, President i:tl tlle Se11rdl': 

Your Committee on J ndiciary a:::k lea re to report back. 
1~0 your honorable body, Senate bill X o. 781. "_.\.n act to 
legalize the wol'k, as Notary PnbliC', of R. \Y. \\';alton, J. 
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C. Bartlett and .T. C. Baird. of Xarnrro,:· and l'ecornmenc1 
its })assage. , .T onx IRELAXD, Chairman. 

I-Ion. R. B. Hubbard, President of tlze Senate: 

Your Committee on J udicia.ry ask leaTe to report back 
to your honorabl<> body the "l\Jernorial of the K ational 
Board of Trade.'· and recommend that their pray>er be 
granted. J onx lnEL\XD, Chairman. 

]Jon. R. B. Huuuard, President q,f" tlu: Senate: 

Your Committee on .Judiciary ask lea Ye to report back 
to >our honorable bod,-. Senate bill Xo. 72G. "An act 
sup.plemental to 'an act to organize the courts 'of justices 
of the peace and count~- courts. and to define their juris
diction and <lntie:,;,' · and recommend its passap:t' . 

• T nnx InELAXD. Chairman. 

I-Ion. R. B. IIuburud, President qf tlte Senate: 

Your Committee on Judiciary ask lea Ye to l'eport back 
to your honorable body, Senate bill Ko. 715. "An act to 
authorize the county court of San Saba county to issue 
bonds," and recomnl.end its passage. · 

Jonx InEL.\.XD, Chairman. 

· SenatOl' Joseph in trod need a bill entitled "An act supple
mental and amendator>- of 'an act to incorporate the Paris, 
Greenville and Cleburne Hailway Comp::my,' ,. passed May 
27, 1873. Read first time and referred to the Committee 
on Internal IrnproYements. 

Sentor Bradle,- introduced a bill entitled "An act to 
amend sections 'i and 11 of an act entitled 'an act to incor
])Orate the Beaumont. Corsicana and Fort \Yorth Railroad 
Compa113-,' " passed ~Ia.1 29, 1873. Read first time and 
referred to Committee on Internal Improrements. 
' Senator Dillard offered the follmYing resolution: 

Resolted. That the Committee on J ncliciary be and arc 
hereby instructed to inquire if any of the ,:arious ll'harf 
companies along our Gulf coast hare collected more wharf
age than js allowed b3- law; and that they be farther in
.strncted to inquire if an3- legislation is necessmT to pro
,tect the commercial and agricultural interest from unjust 
~exactions of this character: and that they be P'Tmitted to 
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report by bill or ot11erwise. Read and orclerecl, to lie on 
the table. 

Senator Baker, by leave, submitted the following report: 
I-Ion R. B. Iluhbard, President of tl1e Senate: 

Your ·committee on Finance, to whom was referred the 
memorial of \Y .. T. Long, late sheriff of Bell county, ha\e 
clulv considered the sai11e. and inn~stigated the facts, and 
hav·e instructed me to report the accom'i)anying joint 'reso
lution, prescribing the time and mode of settlement of the 
accounts of \\~. J. Long, former sheriff of Bell connty, for 
the fiscal year, embracing a part of the years 18i~ and 
1874, ancl ask that it be passed. 

\V. R. Bc\KEH, Chairman. 
Senator Shepard inti-odnced a bill entitled ").J1 act to 

incorporat~ the Brazos Yalley :X arrow Gauge Railway 
Company, and to grant lands in aicl of the construction 
thereof." Reacl first time and referred to Committee on 
Internal Improvements. 

On motion of SenUitor Hobby, the rules were suspended 
ancl Senate bill :I'\ o. G14, "An act attaching a pmtion of 
Trinity county to Polk county,'' was taken up and read 
second time, pending amendments by the committee. , 

The amendments by the committee "\Vere adopted, and 
the bill, ,as amended, was ordered engrossed. , 

On motion of Senator Hobby, the rnles were suspended, 
bill read third time and passed. 

Senator Ellis ga.-e notice that he would move a re-con~ 
sideration of the ,-ote, by which the Senate on yesterday, 
passed Senate bill :X o. G84, " An act to prescribe com pen~, 
&'1tion of Financial _:\rrent of the State.'~ ' 

A message from the ~louse announced the passag·~ of the· 
following :H:ouse bills, to-wit: House bill N" o. 810, .;_\n act 
concerning litigation with the railroad compan:r, which _is 
nmv known as the 'New Orleans. l\Iobile and Texas Rail
road Company,' which W£1S cha]:tered originally as the 
'Sabine and Gah·eston Bay Railroad and Lumber Company,' 
and afterwards changed to the 'Texas and :X ew Orleans 
Railroad Company.' and aftenvards to the 'X ew Orleans, 
:'.\lobile and Texas Railroad Company,' for the purpose of 
forfeiting the charter anc1 franchise of said compan:r fo1:° 
non-usnre and mis-usure of its said charter and franchise,· 
and to collect from said company the amount clue the State 
for loans to aicl in the construction of the same." , 
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House bill No. 774, "An act amendatory of and supple
mental to an act entitled 'an act prescribing the times of 
holding the district courts of the Thirty-fourth Judicial 
District;' " approred April 24th, l874; and House bill 
No. 811, "An act pr0'·iding for the erection of a monu
ment to the memo1T of Sam Houston.'' 

Also, the pass~ge of the following Senate bills: Senate 
bill Ko. 7:34, "An act to authoriz~ the corporation of the 
town of Henderson, in Rusk county, to aid in the con
struction of the Henderson and Orerton Railroad." 

Senate bill Ko. 545, "An act authorizing the Commis
sioner of the General Land Offiee to dnploy additional 
help for the business of said office." 

Senate bill Ko. 506, with Honse amendments, c:..:\..n act 
supplemental and amendatory of the several acts author
izing the :::ale and disposition of the Uni,·ersitylands in the 
State of Texas.'· · 

Senate bill So. 028, "An act to authorize the county 
court of De\Yitt county to ha,-e a bridge built across the 
Sandies' Creek in said county." . 

Senate bill Ko. 651, with amendments of the Honse. "--\.11 
act to amend 'an act to incorporate the Dallas and \Yicbita 
Railroad Company, and to aid in the construction of saicl 
road,' " aud approved May 24th, 1873. 

Senate bill No. 508, "-ln act for the relief of such coun
ties and incorporated cities or towns as hare voted dona
tions in aid of the construction of railroads, or other works 
of internal impro,·ements ;" and Senate joint resolution 
No. 611, ''Concerning the Ya cant lands in Fisher and 
1filler· s colony.'' 

On motion of Senator \Y estfall. the rules were sus
pended, and Senate bill So. 71:'5, "~-1..n act to authorize the 
county court of San Saba county to issue bonds,'' was 
taken up, reacl second time and ordered engrossed. 
. On motion of Senator \Y estfall, the rules were sus
pended, bill read third time ancl passed. 

_Senator Dw:yer, for Committee on Enrolled Bill:::, sub
mitted the following report : 

;Hon. R. B. Hubbard, President qf tlie Senate: 
Your Committee on Enrolled Bilis ask leave to renort 

that they have carefully examined arn1 find correctly en
rolled, Senate bill 4'81, "An act supplementary to and 
a:rnendatory of an act entitled an act to amend sections 
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seYen, ten and t'wnty .of an act entitled 'an act to incor
porate the 'l'yler Tap Railroad Company,·., passed May 7, 
1873, and ha,·e this 28th day of FebruaTy, 187.), presented 
the same to th~· Gowrnor for his apprm·al, at 9:30 
o' clocl..: ·"'· :1r. .Jo,;. E. D1v1H:,_ for Committee. 

On motion of Sl'nator .J osepli, the rules were suspended 
and House bill Xo. 2::31. ''-\.n act to incorpmate the Gah·es
ton Cotton E:s:ch~nge. '' was takl"ll up. read seconcl time 
and passed to third Teading. 

On motion of Senator .Joseph. the rules were suspended, 
bill Tead third time and passed by the following YOtP : 

lEAs-Senators Ball, Baker. Bradley. Burton, Camp, 
Culberson, Cran'n. Dillard. Dan~nport, Ellis. Erath, Flan
agan. Friend. Hobb~-. Ireland. Joseph, Ledbetter, :Morris. 
Parker, Russell. Slwparc1. Stil'lnan, Swift and \Yestfall 
-2;). 

XAYs-Senators ..-\.Jli:::on and Bradshaw-2. 
Senator \Yoocl introduced a bill entitled •'An act to e:s:

tend the time for the co11structi01i of works of internal 
improvement.'' Rbd first time and referred to Committee 
on Internal Imp1·overnents. 

Senator \\~ ood introduced a bill entitled "_\.n act to 
amend the second section of an act entitled an act amend~ 
atory and supplemental to an act entitled 'an act to incor
])Orate the Texas Timber and Prairie Rail Road Company,'" 
approwd ~.\..ugust 13, 1870; ])asscd :May 24, 1873, and be
came a law "·ithont rhe apprm·al of the Gm·ernor. Read 
first time and referred to Committee on Internal ImproYe~ 
men ts. 

On motion of Senator She11arc1, the rules were suspended 
and House bill :X o. 811, '·An act providi~1g for the erection 
of a monument to the memory of Sam Houston,·· was 
taken up and read first time. · 

Senator Dillard moved that the bill be referred tv Finance 
Committee. ' 

Senator Russell mowc1 that the bill be referred to a select. 
committee of six. Lost. 

TlH' question then recunin2,' on the motion o:fferecl br 
Senator Dillard. it was ado1)ted by the follmYing nite: _, 

YE.\s-Senators _\.llison, Baker. Braclshaw, Bradley, 
Camp, Dillard, DaYenport, Erath. Friend, Hobby, Morris, 
Parker, Stirman, Swift and \Yood-13. -.: 

X.'l.Y:'i-SenatorsBall. Bnrton, Culberson, C1·ayen, D"-yer, 
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Ellis, Flanagan, Ireland, J osepb, Ledbetter, Russell, Shep
ard and ·w estfall-13. 

The "follo"ing message \Yas· recein•cl from His Excel
lency the Gon'rnor : 

Ex1-:cTTIYE OFFICE, ST.-\TE OF 'I'Ex~s, 1 

..:-\.•csnx, February 25, 187i5. 

lion. R. B. Iluuuai'd, President of tl1e Senate: 
Srn :-I herewith return, without my approyal, Senate 

bill No. G03, and resp~ctfully nsk its re-consideration. 
This bill authorizes the corporate authoTities of cities to 

levy and collect a tax of one-fourth of. one per cent. for 
sanitary purposes. The general State law authorizes towus 
and cities to collect one-lialf of one per cent. to defray a.11 
the expenses of administering the municipal go.-ernrnents. 
Special prorisions in the charters of some of them author
izes the collection of a considerably larger per cent. The 
cost of proper sanitary measures may be, a.ncl has hereto
fore been, defrayed out of the general tax, ancl is a proper 
charge upon it. I cannot see the necessity for enlarging 
the taxing powers of these municipal bodies. There is an 
universal complaint throughout the State of these special 
taxes, and I hare recommended that the power to levy 
them be a.bridged, since it seems that municipal corpora
tions hardly eYer fail to go to the maximum of their 
power in imposing them. 
. A proper regard for the intel'ests of the State, in my 
Judgment, requires that the power to tax and to create 
debt should be delegated with the greatest caution, and' 
_only upon the most obvious neces;;:ity. This bill would 
give ])Ower to increase the burden of taxation upon four
fifths of the incorporated towns in Texas, one-half, which 
.I believe it inexpedient to do. 

Y ery respectfully, RrcJI.\UD COKE. 
. On motion of Senator Ireland. the message and priginal 
bill was referred to Committee on State Affairs. 
,' On motion of Senator Ledbetter, the rules were sus
pended, and Senate bill Ko. 720, ") .. n act to Tegulate the 
keeping and bearing deadly \reapons, in the cities apc1 
towns of this State,'' was taken up: · 

Senator Dillard mo.-ecl to adjourn until 10 o"clock ,\. ::\L, 
to-morrow. 
' Senator Ellis mm·0d to ac1Jonrn until Saturday at 10 

"!'clock .·L ~r. Lo:'t. 
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Senator Ireland mo1:ed to adjourn until l\fonda.r at 10 
o'clock A. :>C Lost. 

Senator Ireland moYecl a call of thl~ Senate. Call sus
tained. 

Absent-Senators Allison. Cnlbersou. D1vi-er. Erath. 
Joseph, Morris, Moore, Randle, Stirman and \\" est.fall-10. 

The Sergeant-at-arms \ms dispatched for absent Sena tors. 
The Senators ha,-inp: retunwd. the call was snspended. 
8enator Ireland then rene»·ed hi:; motion to adjourn 

until Monday. Lost. 
The motion of Senator Dillard "·as then adopted, and 

the Senate adjourned until 10 o'clock-'· )L, to-morrow. 

FORTIETH DAY. 

SEXATE GIIA)fBEl:. i 
~\.1.'STIX, Febrnary 2G, ·1875. ) 

Senate met 1ml'snant to adjournment. Roll called; 
quorum present. Pray-er by Rer. Dr. Philips, of Austin. 

On motion of Senator Ireland, the reading of the·jour
nal of yesterday ·was dispensed with. 

On motion of Senator Ledbetter, the Sergeant-at-arms 
v..-as excused for the clay, to attend the session of the dis
trict court of 'l'ravis county. 

Senator Joseph, for Committee on Engrossed bills. sub 
mitted the following report: 
IIon. R. B. Hubbard, President qf' tlw Senate: 

Your Committee on Engrossed Bills haye carefully e:s:-1 
aminecl and compared Senate bill No. 014. "An act attach-: 
i~g a)?ortion of Trinit,! c~rnnty to Polk connt:y." . Senate~ 
bill :No. 701. '"An act to mcorporate the Trans R1tles, of 
the city of Austin." · Senate bill No. 492. "An act to regn.
late public roads in the State of Tex:=i.s." Senate bill ~o~ 
733, "An act supplemental to and amendatory of 'an act to. 
establish a.Criminal Court. in the cities of \Yaco and Mar~ 
lin.' " Senate bill'N o. 690, "An act to repeal article 41 of 
'an act to est~blish ::t Code of Criminal Procednre for th~ 
State of Texas, approred August 26th. 1856.'" Senate 
bill No. 601, "An act to amend section 337 of 'an act pre: 
scribing the mode of proceeding in district courts in mat~r~ 
of })robate, amwonc1_\.ugust13th, 1870.'" Senate bill ~O-'. 


